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Italy’s troubled justice system —
Agca’s ‘Bulgarian connection’

By Spencer DiScala
NOW that the Agca ‘“Trial of the Century”

has taken a leisurely summer recess, we

may reflect how national justice systems
have profound international consequences in our
shrunken world.

Mehmet Ali Agca'’s 1981 assassination attempt
against the Pope soured Italian-Bulgarian rela-
tions and led to press portrayal of a Soviet Union
as the manipulator of world terrorism. Western au-
diences welcom is_portrait as willingly as
Eastern-bloc_citizens and sympathizers discover
CIA machinations behind every negative event.

While the world press has reported the daily de-
bate between Agca and his judges, weighing every
statement for its possible veracity, it has ignored
the national context in which the drama has
unfolded.

Much of the wild speculation and confusion re-
garding Agca's possible activities reflect the Ital-
ian justice system'’s nature.

It a country historically in- ~
sensitive to civil rights, Italian
television reporters freely pro-
claim suspects guilty before a
trial, prisoners routinely wait
years for trials, judges debate
with defendants, magistrates
compete according to different .
political persuasions, and re- :
spected newspapers print startling headlines such
as, ““The Brute of Florence has been arrested.”

In Italy, contradictions and dramatic reversals
in sensational cases such as the papal plot are
normal.

In 1969 a bomb exploded in a Milan bank, kill-
ing 14. Conditioned to chasing anarchists in
bombings, the police arrested several of them. One
“fell” from a window of the police station to his
death, and the other, Pietro Valpreda, languished
in jail for almost five years while the police gath-
ered evidence against him. Angered at the lengthy
delay, the parliament passed a law stipulating that
an accused person could not be held in jail without
a trial for longer than Valpreda. In the meantime,
the police — of which there are several competing
corps with complete freedom to cut a good figure
— had arrested two Neo-Fascists but had to re-
lease them because they could not produce the evi-
dence within the time limit.

At a loss for a logical explanation, prosecutors
tried both anarchists_and Neo-Fascists in the
bombing, but it then appeared that the Italian in-
telligence services had a hand in the explosion for ,
political reasons. ~

Sixteen years have passed, no one was found

_ Italian officials arrest
first and ask
questions later —
much later.

guilty, and the state is still working on the case.

As a result of terrorism, the state instituted pre-
ventive detention for up to 10 years and eight
months. The result: prisons overcrowded with a
large proportion of the inmates awaiting trial.

Italian officials arrest first and ask questions
later — much later. Thus a drug dealer accused
Enzo Tortora, a well-known television personality,
of dealing drugs, and the prosecutor held him for

two years while he searched for evidence against
him. Tortora had to take his case to the European
Parliament in order to have a trial.

In November 1982 the police arrested Serghei
Ivanov Antonov, who Agca denounced in the con-
spiracy against John Paul II. While the Bulgarian
waited in jail for two years, Italian officials and the
press speculated on every aspect of his case, up to
and including whether Agca really got Antonov's
telephone number from the telephone book.

In seeking to break the Mafia, Italian magis-
trates have conducted mass arrests solely on the
word of ‘‘pentiti,”” who they encourage to name
names with the promise of
lighter sentences. The persons
thus accused are then arrested
and kept in jail while officials
conduct a lengthy hunt for
evidence.

It is, therefore, hardly sur-
prising that Italian officials
would accept Agca’s testimony
with practically no indepen-

dent corroborating evidence. Numerous examples
exist of these officials accepting conspiracy theor-
ies, usually of a wildly conflicting nature, conduct-
ing arrests, and then searching for evidence which
turns out to be unconvincing.

The latest example is the Sismi scandal, the
much-reorganized Italian intelligence service. In
investigating an attempted train bombing, Italian
officials accused German Neo-Nazis, but now
charge Sismi involvement. According to the press,
Sismi also engineered the “Billygate™ scandal dur-
ing the Carter administration in collaboration with
an American historian close to Henry Kissinger
and Francesco Pazienza, a former Sismi operative

-and current manipulator of Italian life.

Not surprisingly, the Agca case has taken a
similar turn. In an amazing tour de force, a Nea-
politan organized crime figure has linked up Agca,
the Italian right wing, Sismi, and P-2, a renegade
Masonic lodge.

It's great fun if you're not waiting for a trial in
Italy.

Spencer DiScaln’ is' associate professor ot’
history at the University of Massachusetts,

Boston.
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Suspect on Trial in Rome

May

By JOHN TAGLIABUE

million to assadbinate the Pope. B
Turkish investigators and justice offi-
cials in European countries said they
had no evidence directly linking Mr.
Celenk with Mr. Agca.

Indirect Evidence at Best

The evidence Mr. Celenk to gun
and drug rings to which Mr. Agca and
seme of his accomplices also belonged
is at best indirect or circumstantial, in-
vestigators said.

Turkish officials interviewed re-
cently said Mr. Celenk might face

hearings in Turkey on his purported
of the .
o o g i

s Turkey,
Italy and the United States, that he was
a central figure in an international
drug and arms ring that was broken in
the late 1970’s.
In December 1982, ag;rtauanl minvesti-
te, ] ermo,
%ﬂ:ﬁ anmmarrest order for Mr. Celenk,
accusing him of involvement in a
major international drugs-for-arms
smuggling ring that purportedly
shipped Middle Eastern opium and
heroin to the West in exchange for
arms to be shipped to Turkey and the
Middle East.
Judge l;aulnexalamandmughofﬂciag
ve accused Bulgaria
m‘m smugglers considerable
logistical aid, including the use of
warehouses and shipping outlets,
through the Bulgarian state-owned
trading and shipping company, Kintex.
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The ring shipped about two and a half
tons of raw opium and heroin from Iran
for sale in the West, investigators say.
They said the profits were reinvested in
?rmsangmmﬁm:h.twe{:thende-
Iger extremist groups s

Iran and other Mlddll;uMEast-
ern countries.

. Coavictions by Swiss Court

In May, a court in Basel, Switzer-
lamd, convicted three Turks, .
Mphmet Sener, a close associate of Mr.

, on drug-trafficking charges.

Swiss officials said they had

strong evidence that the drug ring in-

cluded Abdullah Catli and Oral Celik,

who are former associates of Mr. Agca,

tiky said they had no evidence directly
linking these with Mr. Celenk.

"The arrests and investigations have
produced findings that could lend cre-
déiice to two competing

rted conspiracy to kill the Pope.

the one hand, the investigations
have found strong links between drug
and arms rings and Bulgarian Govern-
nfent agenci . s to the

tilg_gence services and Mr. %ge‘a.
ut f mx:tigations ve also

a close-knit group of right-wing

h nationalists, of whigtc;lt Mr.
Agca says he was once a member, if
net its leader. This group seeks to wrest
Tarkey and its largely Moslem popula-
tion from what it perceives to be undue
Western and Christian influence.
+“Although Mr. Agca has asserted that
associates who include Mr. Celik, one
dl the five Turkish defendants in the
Rome trial, received the equivalent of
$12 million for the shooting of the
Pupe, officials say this group operates
without evident Bulgarian support.
They also say its members, most of
them fugitives, rely on the help of
{ight-wing Turks in Western Europe to

arrest.

eacape
*“Mr. Celenk, 30, was under house ar-

rest in Bulgaria until July 7, when Bul-
garian officials unexpectedly sent him
home to Turkey, saying they lacked
proof he was involved in a conspiracy
against the Pope.

Arrest in Turkey

Five days after his release, Mr. Ce-
lenk was formally arrested by the
Turkish authorities. Drug enforcement
officials in Ankara saidmmost o{i the
charges were linked to investigations
by the Italian magistrate, Judge Paler-
mo, who twice the extradition of
Mr. Celenk from -Bulgaria on charges
of sm drugs and arms.

Mr. Celenk, who traveled throughout
Western and Eastern Europe after
leaving Turkey in 1960, settled in Switz-
erand in 1969, up a small watch
trading company called Ovaras S.A. in
tb;Swlsa wal ln center of Biel.

wiss drug investigators in Basel
said that the police began linking Mr.
Celenk’s name with drug trafficking in
the énrly 1960’s and that they later sus-~

pected him of using Ovaras and its

Swiss bank accounts to hide drug prof-
its. :
Seref Benli, one of the men convicted
in Basel with Mr. Sener, is a currency-
exchange dealer who Swiss officials
suspect offered his services to associ-
ates of Mr. Celenk, who remained in
Switzerland to look after his business
interests.

Moreover, Nevzat Bilecen, a Turk
who was the prosecution’s chief wit-
ness in the trial against Mr. Sener, de-
scribed to Swiss investigators how he
accompanied Oral Celik on trips
throughout Switzerland to deliver
goods, like forged passports, to Turkish
racketeers with ties to the smuggling
rings operating out of Bulgaria.



